
Keep Clark County Beautiful 
(KCCB) has developed an educa-
tional program, “Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle,” that teaches 2

nd
- and 3

rd
-

graders about putting waste in its 
proper place. 

“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” is 
a fast-paced, humorous theatrical 
presentation that lasts about 30 
minutes. The show uses three 
characters to convey its messages: 
Trashilla, the disgusting lover of 
trash; the Wizard of Waste, the 
master of recycling arts; and 
Mother Earth, who shows children 
how to nurture and care for the 
Earth. 

The show can be presented 
to as many as 80 2

nd
 and 3

rd
-

graders in a gym or auditorium. 
Students also receive a litter bag 
with a coloring book, brochures 
and recycled material pencils to 
reinforce the message. KCCB pro-
vides the presentation free of 
charge. 

In spring 2009, KCCB pre-
sented the show at Snyder Park 
and Rockway elementary schools. 
KCCB plans to do the show at four 
schools in the fall and another 6-8 
in the spring of 2010. 

In comments offered on 

evaluations, teachers at Snyder 
Park and Rockway called the show 
“very entertaining,” “a great les-
son,” “a wonderful idea,” and “very 
well prepared.” 

Anyone interested in having 
this program at their school should 
call Steve Schlather at 521-2022 or 
contact through e-mail: 
sschlather@clarkcountyohio.gov. 
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The Clark County 
Waste Management 
District provides  
resources and learning 
opportunities that help 
promote waste  
reduction practices in 
our community. 
 
For information 
about the programs in 
this brochure, contact 
Steve Schlather at  
521-2022, or by mail 
at 1602 W. Main St., 
Springfield, OH 45504 
or through e-mail: 
sschlather@clarkcoun
tyohio.gov. 
 
More information also 

is available at the 
District’s Web site: 

www.32TRASH.org. 
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THE THREE R’S: 

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 

Local storyteller Lisa Holmes portrays Mother 

Earth, and Steve Schlather, program coordi-

nator for the Clark County Waste Manage-

ment District, portrays the Wizard of Waste in 

“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.” 
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The Clark County Waste Management Dis-
trict has a variety of activity kits that can be used 
in classrooms to teach lessons about nature, the 
environment, waste management, or litter pre-
vention. Almost all of the kits are designed for 
elementary grades. Most of the kits are part of a 
series called Taking Care of Nature’s Resources, 
an environmental science curriculum guide spon-
sored by the Hamilton County Department of En-
vironmental Services. The District has a book of 
the lesson plans for each lesson and activity kits 
with most of the materials for each lesson. These 
kits are available to be checked out. 

Following is a brief description of some of 
the lessons. For more information, go to 
www.32TRASH.org or call 521-2022. 

 
Taking Care of Nature’s Resources: 

Grades Pre-K to Kindergarten 
 
The Colors of the Earth – children match 

different colored paper squares with objects in 
nature of similar colors. Goal: To foster a child’s 
sense of wonder and appreciation of the natural 
world. 

Textures of the Earth – children explore a 
variety of textures in the natural world. Goal: To 
foster an appreciation of diversity in nature. 

The Beauty Walk – children go on a nature 
walk, with special attention to the sights, sounds, 
and smells that make the world a place of beauty. 
An awareness of litter also is addressed. Goal: 
To develop an awareness and enjoyment of the 
beauty and wonder of the natural world. 

Toy Makers – children make toys from arti-
cles that are often discarded. Goal: To develop a 
sense of caring for Planet Earth. 

Four Pounds of Trash – children help fill a 
container with four pounds of trash (the average 
amount per person in the U.S.) They pour the 
trash into a pile and fill the container again and 
add that to the pile. They talk about how big the 

pile would be if every child added four pounds of 
trash. Goal: To develop an understanding of how 
they contribute to the well being of the Earth. 

 
Taking Care of Nature’s Resources: 

Grades One to Three 
 
The Big Dig – children explore different 

types of soil and what is in it. Goal: To help chil-
dren become aware of cycles, diversity, and in-
terconnectedness in the natural world. 

Young Naturalists – a naturalist visits the 
class and talks about his role in caring for the 
Earth. Children make badges to signify their inter-
est in being “young naturalists.” Goal: To develop 
a sense of caring for Planet Earth. 

All That Trash – children bring in items 
from home that would have been thrown away. 
They suggest ways they can use the item again 
or make something new out of it. Goal: To de-
velop an understanding of how to contribute to 
the well-being of the Earth. 

Teachers can use activity kits 
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Grants, resources offered for teachers 

Fall, 2009 

A variety of programs provide free or low-
cost resources for teachers or the opportunity to 
apply for grants for community– or education-
related projects. Here are a few possibilities: 

 

KAB offers school recycling guide 

Keep America Beautiful has prepared a 
“School Recycling Guide,” a comprehensive re-
source detailing how to begin and sustain a recy-

cling program in schools. The 
guide was written by Dr. J. 
Winston Porter, president of 
the Waste Policy Center and 
former EPA assistant admin-
istrator.  The new Spanish-
English bilingual edition en-
sures adoption by all school 
staff. 
Buy the School Recycling 

Guide for $9.50 through the KAB Web site. Go to 
www.kab.org, click on “Tools and Resources.” 
Drag down to “For Teachers.” 

 
Building Healthy Communities 
Deadline: Dec. 15, 2009 

The Home Depot's Building Healthy Com-
munities Grant Program awards grants of up to 
$2,500 each to nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations, 
public schools, or tax-exempt public service 
agencies in the U.S. that are using the power of 
volunteers to improve the physical health of their 

community. Grants are made in the form of the 
Home Depot gift cards for the purchase or tools 
or materials. 

Grants are for community improvement pro-
jects such as construction or refurbishment of af-
fordable or transitional housing, building, rebuild-
ing, painting, refurbishing, increasing energy effi-
ciency or sustainability, landscaping, planting of 
native trees, and the development and/or im-
provement of green spaces.  

For more information, go the Home Depot 
corporate site, http://corporate.homedepot.com 

Under “Quick Links” (on the left side), click 
on “Apply for a grant.” 

 

Recycle bottle caps 

Aveda, a maker of personal care products, 
has launched a plastic bottle cap recycling initia-
tive. Bottle caps are very rarely recycled, even 
when the bottle itself is recyclable. Aveda has 
worked with its suppliers to develop ways to 
make new caps from the recycled material.. 

The company is trying to partner with 
schools to collect bottle caps. Schools who join 
the Recycle Caps With Aveda program will re-
ceive a DVD with suggested activities to teach 
about environmental responsibility and easy-to-
use labels for shipping collected caps. 

More information about the program is 
available at www.aveda.com/caps or by calling 
877-283-3209. 

Tours offered at Recycling Center 
The Clark County Waste Management District offers tours of its Recycling Center at 1602 West 

Main Street in Springfield. Tours highlight the recycled content materials used in the renovation of 
our building. We also describe and demonstrate the collection and processing of materials at the 
Center. Tours are usually conducted during normal business hours. 

To schedule a tour, call 521-2022 or e-mail sschlather@clarkcountyohio.gov. 

See page 4 for information on the Clark County Waste Management District’s 

mini-grant program for school waste reduction projects. 

http://www.kab.org
http://corporate.homedepot.com
http://www.aveda.com/caps


Visit the Clark County Waste Management District on the Web at www.32TRASH.org. 

Or call 521-2020 for information about our programs and services. 

1602 W. Main  St. 

Springfield, OH 45504 

The Clark County Waste          

Management District offers classroom 

presentations that focus on litter       

prevention and recycling. Special    

programs focusing on Earth Day also 

can be arranged. 

Program Coordinator Steve 

Schlather and Sheriff’s Deputy David 

Burch, Environmental Enforcement 

Officer, are available to do a limited 

number of classroom presentations.  

The presentations can be adjusted 

for grades Pre K-12. 

 Call Steve Schlather at 521-2022 

to schedule or for more information. 

Presentations 

are available 

for classrooms 

Mini-grants will support 

waste reduction projects 
 The Clark County Waste Management 

District can provide funding for your 

school or class up to $500 in support of 

waste reduction education projects and 

activities. 

All Clark County/Springfield teachers and school districts are 

eligible to apply. 

Projects that have been funded in past years include: 

  

 Field trips to recycling facilities 

 Setting up recycling programs 

 Waste reduction education 

 Buying recycled content equipment 

  

Applications are available at the Waste Management         

District’s Web site, www.32TRASH.org. Click on the “Schools” 

link at the top of the home page. In the “Grants” section, follow 

the link for the “Waste Reduction Grant.” 

Printed on recycled content paper. 
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